
 

     The Hive Tool    

Big Changes at the State Fair     By Steve McDaniel

I am in mourning.  The Farm and Garden Building, where I spent so many happy and sweltering hours, is 

gone, demolished to make room for a new structure about half as big.  It is a nice new building and will 

have air conditioning when it is finished sometime next year, but it won’t be ready for this year’s Fair.  

On the bright side, the parking lot will be bigger, and there are large doors on the York Rd. side, level 

with the parking lot, so loading in should be much easier. 

August 2025 

State Fair Edition 

Dates to remember in August 

Member Meeting  Wednesday, August 6, 7:00 pm in person 

Board meeting at 6:00 
at the Baltimore County Agriculture Center 1114 Shawan Rd. 21030 
Plus a two-minute talk on Solar Wax Melters 
Speaker Kim Mehalick on “How To Handle Defensive Bees” 

Board Meeting   Monday August 11, 7:00 pm  Zoom 

MD State Fair Honey Show Entries in the Home Arts Building 

MD State Fair Honey Consignments in the Cow Palace

Both Sunday Aug. 17  3-8 pm and Monday Aug. 18  9am-7 pm 

MD State Fair Opens Thursday August 21 at 5 pm – 8 pm 

And continues 8/21-8/24, 8/28-9/1, and 9/4-9/7 

Demolishing the 

Farm & Garden 

Building in 

February 



This year, though, we have to move around until the new building is ready.  The honey show and all the 

vegetable and farm exhibits will be in the Home Arts Building, on the other side of the entrance to the 

midway.  There is a small parking lot behind the building for unloading. Home Arts is air-conditioned and 

even has public restrooms! Unfortunately, we won’t be in there. 

The Honey Bee Learning Center and the honey sales booth have been moved to the Cow Palace.  It is not 

air-conditioned, but it does have a lot of foot traffic, so we should do well there.  Space is at a premium, 

but there should be enough.  There is a stage, but it is half the size of the Farm and Garden stage we are 

used to.  It is big enough for honey extracting demonstrations, so we will manage.  The Cow Palace has 

no parking, so any drop-offs will have to be quick and before the fair opens or on midweek days when it 

is closed.  Parking for workers is in Lot A, near the North Gate along York Rd., which is a pretty long walk.  

The Fair promises free parking passes and a golf cart shuttle if you can’t walk that far.  Free parking may 

also be available at the Park and Ride, which is closer to the building, or the Kaiser Permanente garage 

on the upper floors.  It is very gracious of the Kaiser people to let us park there—don’t tell anybody! 

You can bring in your entries to the honey show and your consignments to the honey booth at the same 

time, Sunday Aug. 17 3-8 pm or Monday Aug. 18 9-7.  Be sure to let us know what you plan to consign 

ahead of time at mdstatefairhoney@gmail.com   Don’t just show up with a truckload of stuff!  Read the 

rules for consignors carefully.  Do bring in your honey to sell!  We need you so we can offer real local 

raw honey to our customers.  And enter the honey show, too.  If you have honey to sell, you have honey 

to show.  We wish you an abundant honey harvest.  I’ll save my stories about the F&G Building until next 

month. 

This giant grinder turned 

the whole building into a 

pile of rubble! 
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New Volunteers 

By Steve McDaniel 

At the CMBA Board of Directors meeting by Zoom on July 24, 2025, a number of new committee chairs 

and officers were installed and some brand-new committees created.  There are still some committees 

with vacancies, and all committees need members to serve under the guidance of the Chair, so there is 

still plenty of room for you to find something you’d like to help with.   

According to our By-Laws, committee chairs serve for a term of one year and must be reappointed 

annually.  The President appoints people to lead committees, and the Board confirms or rejects the 

appointment.  In 2023, there were four officers and eight chairs on the Board, but neither the Treasurer 

nor any of the chairs wanted to continue in 2024.  All committees, including the newsletter, were 

effectively cancelled because President Regina Andrew did not nominate anyone to serve on them.  This 

is the first newsletter since December 2023, when Bonnie Raindrop was editor.  Over the course of 

2024, Vice President Nate Reid and Secretary Nate Anderson resigned.   

In January 2024, Cindy Landefeld became Membership Chair and Sarah White became Hospitality Chair 

(refreshments) a bit later.  Charles deBarber was elected President for 2025, with Osmar Rivera as Vice 

President, Jean Hessenauer as Secretary (after serving for a while as Acting Treasurer), and Regina 

Andrew as Treasurer.  Charles appointed Justin Whye to do Social Media and Katey O’Donnell as 

Education Chair (Short Course) and reappointed Sarah and Cindy.  Charles resigned in May to tend to 

pressing business, and Vice President Osmar Rivera became acting President.  Osmar would like to 

return to his role as Vice President, so there is an opening for a new President (maybe you?)  

At the July 24 Board meeting, Regina and Jean resigned from their offices and Board positions. President 
Osmar Rivera appointed many new committee chairs to bring the board back to nearly full  strength. 
Nate Anderson was elected as interim Secretary and Chad Cover and Katey O’Donnell as interim 
Treasurers until an election can be held.

These are the current committees of CMBA, along with their chairs.  If you would like to serve on a 

committee or two, contact the chair of that committee.  Their e-mail addresses are on the website in the 

members directory after you sign in to your account.  We’re working on these CMBA addresses, so 

please be patient. You can contact me at newsletter@centralmarylandbees.org or  mcdbees@gmail.com 

Membership Cindy Landefeld 
Hospitality Sarah White hospitality@centralmarylandbees.org 
Education Sarah White education@centralmarylandbees.org  
Legislative Bonnie Raindrop 
Social Media Justin Whye socialmedia@centralmarylandbees.org 
Nominations/Elections Katey O’Donnell 
Information Technology/ Webmaster Steven Cason 
Newsletter Steve McDaniel newsletter@centralmarylandbees.org 
Apiary Maintenance Carlos Godoy 
Nuc Yard Management  Osmar Rivera 
Urban Beekeeping (new) Nate Anderson 
Parliamentarian  (new)  Jack Anderson 
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By-Laws/Governance (new) Liz Tarr 
State Fair committee of six people mdstatefairhoney@gmail.com 
Librarian vacant 
Program vacant 
Research vacant 
Audio/Visual vacant 
Publicity vacant 
Nuc Sale vacant 

Officers 

President (acting) Osmar Rivera president@centralmarylandbees.org 
Vice President  vacant 
Secretary (acting) Nate Anderson secretary@centralmarylandbees.org 
Treasurer (acting)  Chad Cover and Katey O’Donnell treasurer@centralmarylandbees.org 

Our Articles of Incorporation limit the Board to fifteen members:  four officers and eleven committee 

chairs. We are near that limit now, but several committees can be combined to make room for new 

volunteers, and one person can lead two or more committees.  Wouldn’t you like to be the Librarian or 

run the nuc sale or set up the camera and Zoom link at meetings?  Most jobs take very little time, and 

some are seasonal. To volunteer, send an e-mail to President@centralmarylandbees.org  or come to the 

meeting and sign up. 

Welcome to all the new (and old) committee chairs and officers.  These are beekeepers who are willing 

to invest some of their time and effort to make CMBA a fun, interesting, and welcoming place to share 

our mutual interest in bees.  Preparing for the board meeting, working to find new volunteers, we all 

enjoyed each other’s company, working toward a common goal to restore CMBA.  Special thanks go out 

to President Osmar Rivera for making the appointments and to the many members who made the effort 

successful.  

You may notice that some of their names are unfamiliar.  Many new beekeepers realized that CMBA 

needed a change and stepped up to make it happen.  Some of us old fogies pitched in, too, but they led 

the charge.  Come to the August 6 meeting to meet them and thank them! 

News Flash—New Master Beekeeper 

Susan Warner became Maryland’s and CMBA’s newest Master Beekeeper on August 1, at the closing 

banquet of the Eastern Apicultural Society annual convention in Cherry Hill New Jersey.  Of the eighteen 

candidates who took the challenging Master Beekeeper Exam, only five passed and were awarded their 

certificates and pins.  The prestigious Master Beekeeper designation identifies beekeepers who have 

attained a level of expertise that qualifies them to teach beekeeping with authority, and there are only 

about 150 EAS-certified Master Beekeepers in the United States.  Congratulations, Susan!  (more next 

month) 
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Honey Prices Changed 

The CMBA Board of Directors voted at their August 3 meeting to change the prices charged at the Honey 

Booth at the Maryland State Fair this year.  A 1-lb. jar of honey now sells for $17, and other prices have 

been changed accordingly.  The producer gets 60%, or $10.20 for a 1-lb. jar.  The remaining 40% covers 

expenses: 10% to the Fair as a booth fee (about $3000), Health Department permits (about $600), 

labels, refreshments for workers, etc.  The balance goes to the participating associations who do the 

work of teaching and selling as a fund-raiser.  In 2023, that amounted to about $850/day, less last year. 

Consignment Rules and Prices (Revised) 

2025 Maryland State Fair Honey Booth 

1. The consignor must be a member of a Maryland bee association, state or local.  The beekeeper’s

apiary must be registered with the Maryland Department of Agriculture.

2. All consigned local honey must have been produced in the state of Maryland and identified as to the

location of the hives that produced it.  A general location (e.g., nearest city) will help customers find

honey that is nearest to them.  Please fill out a seller’s information sheet so we can make up a

“point of sale” card to be displayed with your honey.  If you have a picture of yourself, please send it

to the e-mail in #4 below.

3. Please identify the nectar source (variety) of your honey if possible.  We may have 12 samples of

“wildflower,” but they do not all taste the same. Be creative:  ”Pikesville Gold” or “Bayside

Wildflower.”  Include your location if possible.

4. The consignor must make arrangements with the Consignment Subcommittee

mdstatefairhoney@gmail.com as soon as possible, but no later than August 15, for products to be

consigned with the Fair Committee, which determines which products to sell and prices. Do not

bring items to the Fair without prior authorization, as your items will not be accepted.

5. The consignor must certify that honey sold as “raw” has not been heated above 1100 F.

6. Each variety of honey consigned must have a labeled squeezable plastic container for giving taste

samples, preferably with a pointed spout.  If the consignor does not supply one, we will use one of

your jars to fill a taster bottle that we supply.  You will not be paid for that jar. The honey in the

taster must match the honey in the jars.

7. The consignor is encouraged but not required to work one or more shifts at the honey booth or a

demonstration at the Maryland State Fair.  Reserve your slot on CMBA’s SignUp Genius page or

contact your local association if it has a day reserved(currently SBA, BUMBA, ASMB, and HCBA).

8. Each consignor is limited to 200 lb. of honey consigned, and the minimum is 12 jars any size.  Let the

consignment committee know if you can supply more if needed.  Maybe we’ll have a phenomenal

fair!

9. The consignor is encouraged but not required to enter the Maryland State Fair honey show. Rules

and classes are posted on the website Maryland State Fair Honey entries or go to

www.marylandstatefair.com  click on “get involved,” then “Competitions,” then “Open Class Farm

and Garden,” then scroll down to the Premium Book for Class D, Honey and Wax.  Online entries

closed on July 31, but walk-in entries are accepted on Sunday Aug. 17 from 3-8 and Monday Aug. 18

from 9-7 at the Home Arts Building, 2200 York Rd., Timonium MD 21093. You can bring your entries

and consignments at the same time, but they go to different buildings this year.  Consignments must
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be delivered to the Cow Palace, southeast corner near the ice cream.  There is no fee to enter, but 

online entries are charged a $2.00 convenience fee. 

10. All consigned items must be appropriately packaged and labeled. CMBA has 1 lb. and 5 lb. labels to 

fit standard honey containers, classic, queenline, or deco.  The consignor’s own label is preferred 

(you can buy them from any bee equipment company), and for other containers, required.  Your 

label should include the word “Honey” in large type, your name or apiary name, address, and 

contact info, phone and/or e-mail.  The net weight (minimum) must be included in pounds/ounces 

and grams.  A variety label can be on the main label or a separate label. Jars should be in cardboard 

or plastic boxes, no more than 30 lb. each. 

11. All soaps, creams, lip balms, etc. must also list ingredients, and each item must be marked with its 

price.  Taxable items will be priced so that the retail price plus tax comes to a whole dollar amount 

to simplify making change. 

12. Products are accepted on a consignment basis only.  Consignors will be paid only for products 

actually sold.  Checks will be mailed to consignors within two weeks after the Maryland State Fair 

closes. 

13. The CMBA State Fair Committee determines the final retail price, listed below.  The consignor gets 

60% of the retail price.  The remaining 40% covers expenses, permits, and the State Fair booth fee.  

The remaining profit is shared equally by CMBA and the other participating associations based on 

the number of days worked, as a fund-raiser for those associations.  All participants are volunteers, 

and CMBA charges no fee for advance planning or management. 

14. The Consignment Subcommittee reserves the right to refuse any items not suitable for sale, such as 

items that have a poor appearance, crystals, dirt or foam, sticky jars, improperly filled jars, or off-

flavors.  We do not sell pollen, propolis, or royal jelly. Honey must be less than 18.6% moisture, as 

tested by a properly-calibrated refractometer. Bring us only your very best honey! All products must 

be packaged to protect them from damage. 

15. Honey is sold on an equal basis as to type and producer.  Each supplier of a particular variety and 

size jar will have an equal opportunity to sell honey.  Better-tasting honey sells better.  No more 

than twelve consignors selling the same size item will be accepted. 

16. Delivery: All honey and hive products must be delivered to the honey booth in the southeast corner 

of the Cow Palace during the hours listed in #9 above.  You will not be able to drive up to the 

building when the fair is open, 5 pm – 8 pm Thursdays, 10 am to 8 pm other days). There is no 

parking near the Cow Palace.  Be sure to fill out and sign a consignment form and obtain a receipt 

for all items placed on consignment.  CMBA takes no responsibility for items left without a signed 

receipt.  CMBA is insured against major loss or damage, as well as product liability.   

17. Pick-Up: All unsold items must be picked up by the consignor or the consignor’s designated agent on 

Monday Sept. 8, 2025 between 10 am and 2 pm, unless otherwise arranged with the Consignment 

Subcommittee. All items not picked up will become the property of CMBA or donated to charity.  If 

all of your items have been sold, you will be notified before 9:00 am on Sept. 8. 

18. Prices  

item consignor retail tax selling price 

Honey, 1 lb. 
$10.20 $17.00 0 $17.00 

Honey, 5 lb. 
$45.00 $75.00 0 $75.00 



Honey, 8 oz. 
$7.20 $12.00 0 $12.00 

Honey, 12 oz. bear 
$8.40 $14.00 0 $14.00 

Honey, 2 oz. bear 
$3.00 $5.00 0 $5.00 

Creamed honey, 12 oz. 
$10.80 $18.00 0 $18.00 

Creamed honey, 1 lb. 
$12.00 $20.00 

0 $20.00 

Chunk honey, 1 lb. 
$12.00 $20.00 0 $20.00 

Cut comb, approx. 1/2 lb. 
$8.40 $14.00 0 $14.00 

Cut comb, approx. 1 lb. 
$12.00 $20.00 0 $20.00 

Square section honey 
$12.00 $20.00 0 $20.00 

Round section honey 
$10.80 $18.00 0 $18.00 

Skin Cream 
$5.66 $9.43 $0.57 $10.00 

Lip Balm 
$2.83 $4.72 $0.28 $5.00 

Beeswax, 1 oz. 
$1.70 $2.83 $0.17 $3.00 

Beeswax, 4 oz. 
$4.53 $7.55 $0.45 $8.00 

Beeswax, 1 lb. 
$11.32 $18.87 $1.13 $20.00 

Candle, 10 in. taper, dipped pair 
$9.62 $16.04 $0.96 $17.00 

Honey Sticks, single 
purchased $0.30 0 $0.30 

Honey sticks, 4 
purchased $1.00 0 $1.00 

Honey Sticks, 100 pack 
purchased $20.00 0 $20.00 

19. Other specialty items may be consigned at the discretion of Consignments Subcommittee, and we

will work with you to set a realistic price.  These could include: honey in decorative or specialty jars

such as Muth jars, skep jars, hex jars, and Mason jars; food wraps; soap made by the consignor from

beeswax; vinegar made from honey, etc. Bear in mind that we have a limited amount of display

space but want as much variety as possible while being fair to our consignors.

Questions?  E-mail mdstatefairhoney@gmail.com or call 410-382-1446. 
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Entries Vs. Consignments 

If you want to enter samples of your honey in the competition for ribbons and cash prizes, take your 

entries to the Home Arts Building (park in the rear) on August 17 or 18 (hours in #9 above) and look for 

the Farm and Garden section.  Check the link in paragraph #9 above for all the rules of the competition 

and the various classes you can enter.  There are 37 classes, including all kinds of honey and hive 

products, but also arts and crafts and educational displays.  Pay close attention to the rules and 

requirements!  For instance, a honey entry calls for three identical jars of honey, not just one.  If you 

don’t follow the rules, your entry will not be accepted. 

If you want to sell your honey on consignment, take your honey to the Honey Sales Booth in the Cow 

Palace the same day you bring in your entries.  Isn’t that convenient?  You must arrange with the Fair 

Committee what products you plan to bring and how many.  Follow the Rules For Consignments above, 

and fill out the consignment form in this newsletter.  We sell a lot of local raw honey at the Fair, and we 

want to sell yours! 

 

History of The Hive Tool 

 

By Steve McDaniel 

CMBA has had a newsletter since before I joined in 1979.  It is mentioned four times in the By-Laws as 

the “official publication of the Central Maryland Beekeepers Association.”  As such, we are required to 



 

 

publish it as the main vehicle for communicating with our members, to inform them of proceedings at 

Board meetings, the Annual Report, the Budget, other association business, and general information 

about beekeeping.  This is the first issue since December 2023. 

Cameron Heimiller was the editor of Smoker Fuel  in the late 1970’s and early 1980’s.  When you 

finished reading it, you could use it to light your smoker.  As you can tell, Cameron had a great sense of 

humor and did not take himself too seriously.  These were the days of spirit duplicators and 

mimeograph machines.  You young people can Google those.  

There was no e-mail then, so everything had to be printed, folded, and mailed, and at one point, we had 

600 members!  The Post Office loved us, and my arm was ripped from cranking the mimeo machine.  I 

became editor around 1985, after a stint as Vice President and President, and continued for about four 

years.  We had a contest to pick a new name for the newsletter, and “The Hive Tool” won, considering 

that knowledge is the most important beekeeping tool. I got a computer in 1983, a Kaypro 4, and I did 

the writing on that, which helped a lot.  Configuring the printer took a whole day!  Arthur C. Clarke used 

a similar machine to write “2001: A Space Odyssey”, or maybe it was the sequel, ”2010.“ It was a 

primitive computer, but it sure beat using a typewriter!  It was a great word processor.  Look it up!  

I kind of overdid the editor thing, putting out a 12-pager every month, with stories, contests, 

management articles, even a crossword puzzle.  I was always late getting it mailed.  Some members 

complained that it arrived after the meeting and took too long to read; it took me three days to 

produce.  I was self-employed as a freelance photographer, but I still had to work.  It was so much fun 

doing it! 

After I burned out, Lloyd Snyder became editor.  God bless him!  He had to streamline the process, not 

trying to write as much as I did.  He got the major points across, the meeting dates and times, 

sometimes correctly, and reprinted articles from the bee magazines.  I think he had a secretary at work 

to help.  I could have used one!  He kept it up for over 30 years, 1989-2022 (I think).  We did not always 

agree on things, but Lloyd deserves a medal for his service to CMBA for so many years.  He must have 

attended about a million board meetings, too.  Thank you, Lloyd! 

In 2023, Bonnie Raindrop (isn’t that a great name for a great lady?) became editor, and she did a terrific  

job, including more pictures and more color overall, with lots of current local content.  Isn’t that what a 

newsletter is supposed to be?  I hope I can come close to what she did. When she could not continue, no 

new editor was appointed, so there was no newsletter. 

This new Hive Tool will depend on you to make it work.  It will be all-electronic—no more reams of 

paper and hundreds of stamps, now 78¢ apiece.  We need stories, articles, management tips, pictures, 

jokes, anything you want to share with your fellow beekeepers.  Compliments or complaints or letters to 

the editor are always welcome.  We even have a special e-mail set up for complaints: 

nobody@nowhere.com  Send your submissions to newsletter@centralmarylandbees.com   Thanks! 
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